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Question title:  Efficacy and safety of herbal remedies for Urinary stones 
 
 

1. Literature search details  

Date Restriction: None 

Language Restriction: None 

Database name Dates Covered No of references 
found 

Finish date 
of search 

Medline (OVID) 1946 - present 90 14/12/2015 
Medline in process (OVID) 18/09/2015 2 14/12/2015 
Embase (OVID) 1947 - present 100 14/12/2015 
AMED (OVID) 1985 - present 53 14/12/2015 
CAM Quest (Carstens-Stiftung) From Inception 43 (11 Retrieved) 14/12/2015 
CINAHL (EBSCO) 1937 - present 88 14/12/2015 
BNI (ProQuest) 1994 - present 55 14/12/2015 
Pubmed (National Library of 
Medicine) 

Jan 14 - present 19 14/12/2015 

Cochrane Library (Wiley) Issue 4 33 14/12/2015 
Web of Science Core Collection 
(Thomson Reuters) 

1900 – present 
 
1990 - present 

121 14/12/2015 

LILACS (Virtual Health Library) 1982 - present 25 14/12/2015 
Scopus (Elsevier) 1960 - present 153 14/12/2015 
OpenGrey (Native Interface) 1980 - present 37 (9 Retrieved) 14/12/2015 
WHO Int.Clin Trials Registry 
Search Portal (World Health 
Orgainsation) 

2009 - present 25 (8 Retrieved) 14/12/2015 

ClinicalTrials.gov (U.S. National 
Institutes of Health) 

2008 - present 1 14/12/2015 

TOTAL   845 (768 Retrieved) 14/12/2015 
 
Total References retrieved (after de-duplication): = 541 

Search strategies  

Medline Search Strategy and Medline in Process (OVID) 

1. exp Plants, Medicinal/ 

2. exp Phytotherapy/ 

3. exp Herbal Medicine/ 

4. exp Drugs, Chinese Herbal/ 
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5. exp Ethnopharmacology/ 

6. (herb* adj2 (remed* or medicin* or treat* or prep* or drug* or extract*)).tw. 

7. Phytotherap*.tw. 

8. or/1-7 

9. exp Nephrolithiasis/ 

10. exp Kidney Calculi/ 

11. exp Urolithiasis/ 

12. exp Urinary Calculi/ 

13. ((kidney* or renal or urin*) adj2 (stone* or calcul* or crystal*)).tw. 

14. or/9-13 

15. 8 and 14 

16. randomized controlled trial.pt. 

17. controlled clinical trial.pt. 

18. randomized.ab. 

19. placebo.ab. 

20. drug therapy.fs. 

21. randomly.ab. 

22. trial.ab. 

23. groups.ab. 

24. or/16-23 

25. exp animals/ not humans.sh. 

26. 24 not 25 

27. 15 and 26 

  

EMBASE (OVID) Search Strategy 

1. exp medicinal plant/ 

2. exp herbal medicine/ 

3. exp phytotherapy/ 

4. exp ethnopharmacology/ 

5. (herb* adj2 (remed* or medicin* or treat* or prep* or drug* or extract*)).tw. 

6. Phytotherap*.tw. 

7. or/1-6 
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8. exp nephrolithiasis/ 

9. exp Urolithiasis/ 

10. ((kidney* or renal or urin*) adj2 (stone* or calcul* or crystal*)).tw. 

11. or/8-10 

12. 7 and 11 

13. crossover procedure/ 

14. double blind procedure/ 

15. randomized controlled trial/ 

16. single blind procedure/ 

17. (random* or factorial* or crossover* or cross over* or cross-over* or placebo* or assign* or 

allocat* or volunteer*).mp. 

18. ((doubl* or singl*) adj blind*).mp. 

19. or/13-18 

20. 12 and 19 

  

AMED (OVID) Search Strategy 

1. exp Plants medicinal/ 

2. exp Herbalism/ 

3. exp Herbal drugs/ 

4. exp Drugs chinese herbal/ 

5. exp Phytotherapy/ 

6. (herb* adj2 (remed* or medicin* or treat* or prep* or drug* or extract*)).tw. 

7. Phytotherap*.tw. 

8. or/1-7 

9. exp kidney calculi/ 

10. ((kidney* or renal or urin*) adj2 (stone* or calcul* or crystal*)).tw. 

11. Urolithiasis.tw. 

12. Nephrolithiasis.tw. 

13. or/9-12 

14. 8 and 13 
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CAM Quest (Carstens-Stiftung) Search Strategy 

Key Terms: Kidney Stones  

Full Text Terms: Nephrolithiasis or Urolithiasis or Kidney Stones or Kidney Calculi 

 

CINAHL Search Strategy (EBSCO) 

S12  S6 AND S11 

S11  S7 OR S8 OR S9 OR S10 

S10  TX ((kidney* or renal or urin*) N2 (stone* or calcul* or crystal*)) 

S9  (MH "Urinary Calculi+") 

S8  (MH "Kidney Calculi") 

S7  (MH "Urolithiasis+") 

S6  S1 OR S2 OR S3 OR S4 OR S5 

S5  TX Phytotherap* 

S4  TX (herb* N2 (remed* or medicin* or treat* or prep* or drug* or extract*)) 

S3  (MH "Drugs, Chinese Herbal") 

S2  (MH "Medicine, Herbal+") 

S1  (MH "Plants, Medicinal+") 

 

BNI (ProQuest) Search Strategy 

(SU.EXACT.EXPLODE("Alternative Therapies") OR TI,AB(herb* NEAR/2 (remed* OR medicin* 

OR treat* OR prep* OR drug* OR extract*)) OR TI,AB(phytotherap*)) AND 

(SU.EXACT.EXPLODE("Kidney Disorders") OR SU.EXACT("Urinary System and Disorders") OR 

TI,AB((kidney* OR renal OR urin*) NEAR/2 (stone* OR calcul* OR crystal*))) 

 

PubMed (National Library of Medicine) Search Strategy 

#18,"Search (#8 and #16) Filters: Publication date from 2014/01/01 to 2015/12/31" 

#17,"Search (#8 and #16)" 

#16,"Search (#9 or #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 or #14 or #15)" 

#15,"Search ((urin* stone*[Title/Abstract]) OR urin* calcul*[Title/Abstract]) OR urin* 

crystal*[Title/Abstract]" 

#14,"Search ((kidney stone*[Title/Abstract]) OR kidney calcul*[Title/Abstract]) OR kidney 
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crystal*[Title/Abstract]" 

#13,"Search ((renal stone*[Title/Abstract]) OR renal calcul*[Title/Abstract]) OR renal 

crystal*[Title/Abstract]" 

#12,"Search urinary calculi[MeSH Terms]" 

#11,"Search kidney calculi[MeSH Terms]" 

#10,"Search urolithiasis[MeSH Terms]" 

#9,"Search nephrolithiasis[MeSH Terms]" 

#8,"Search (#1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7)" 

#7,"Search phytotherap*[Title/Abstract]" 

#6,"Search (((((herb* remed*[Title/Abstract]) OR herb* medicin*[Title/Abstract]) OR herb* 

treat*[Title/Abstract]) OR herb* drug*[Title/Abstract]) OR herb* extract*[Title/Abstract]) OR herb* 

prep*[Title/Abstract]" 

#5,"Search ethnopharmacology[MeSH Terms]" 

#4,"Search drugs, chinese herbal[MeSH Terms]" 

#3,"Search herbal medicine[MeSH Terms]" 

#2,"Search phytotherapy[MeSH Terms]" 

#1,"Search plants, medicinal[MeSH Terms]" 

  

Cochrane Library (Wiley) Search Strategy 

#1 MeSH descriptor: [Plants, Medicinal] explode all trees 

#2 MeSH descriptor: [Phytotherapy] explode all trees 

#3 MeSH descriptor: [Herbal Medicine] explode all trees 

#4 MeSH descriptor: [Drugs, Chinese Herbal] explode all trees 

#5 MeSH descriptor: [Ethnopharmacology] explode all trees 

#6 (herb* near/2 (remed* or medicin* or treat* or prep* or drug* or extract*)):ti,ab,kw 

#7 phytotherap*:ti,ab,kw  

#8 #1 or #2 or #3 or #4 or #5 or #6 or #7  

#9 MeSH descriptor: [Nephrolithiasis] explode all trees 

#10 MeSH descriptor: [Urolithiasis] explode all trees 

#11 MeSH descriptor: [Kidney Calculi] explode all trees 

#12 MeSH descriptor: [Urinary Calculi] explode all trees 

#13 ((kidney* or renal or urin*) near/2 (stone* or calcul* or crystal*)):ti,ab,kw  
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#13 #9 or #10 or #11 or #12 or #13 

#14 #8 and #14 

 

Web of Science Core Collection (Thomson Reuters) Search Strategy 

# 9 #8 AND #4 

# 8 #7 OR #6 OR #5 

# 7 TS=((kidney* or renal or urin*) NEAR/2 (stone* or calcul* or crystal*)) 

# 6 TS=(Urolithiasis) 

# 5 TS=(Nephrolithiasis) 

# 4 #3 OR #2 OR #1 

# 3 TS=(Ethnopharmacolog*) 

# 2 TS=(Phytotherap*) 

# 1 TS=(herb* NEAR/2 (remed* or medicin* or treat* or prep* or drug* or extract*)) 

 

LILACS (Virtual Health Library) Search Strategy 

(tw:(herb* OR erva* OR hierb* OR phytotherap* OR fitoterapia) OR mh:("Herbal Medicine" OR 
"Phytotherapy" OR "Drugs, Chinese Herbal" OR "Ethnopharmacology")) AND (mh:("Kidney 
Calculi" OR "Nephrolithiasis" OR "Urinary Calculi" OR “Urolithiasis) OR tw:( kidney stone* OR 
kidney calcul* OR kidney crystal* OR calcul* renais OR pedra renal OR pedra* rin OR cristal renal 
OR calcul* renal* OR calcul* fisica OR cristal rinon* OR urin* calcul* OR urin* crystal* OR pedra 
urin* OR piedra urin* OR cristal urin*)) AND (instance:"regional") AND ( db:("LILACS")) 

Scopus ((Elsevier) Search Strategy 

( ( ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( herb*  W/2  ( remed*  OR  medicin*  OR  treat*  OR  prep*  OR  drug*  OR  
extract* ) ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( phytotherap* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-
KEY ( ethnopharmacolog* ) ) )  AND  ( ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( nephrolithiasis  OR  urolithiasis ) )  OR  
( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( kidney*  W/2  ( stone*  OR  calcul*  OR  crystal* ) ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-
KEY ( urin*  W/2  ( stone*  OR  calcul*  OR  crystal* ) ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( renal  W/2  
( stone*  OR  calcul*  OR  crystal* ) ) ) ) )  AND  ( ( ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( clinical  trial* ) )  OR  
( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( research  design* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( comparative  stud* ) )  OR  
( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( evaluation  stud* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( controlled  trial* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-
ABS-KEY ( follow  up  stud* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( prospective  stud* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-
KEY ( random* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( placebo* ) )  OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( single  blind* ) )  
OR  ( TITLE-ABS-KEY ( double  blin* ) ) ) )  
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OpenGrey (Native Interface) 

((herb* OR Phytotherap*) AND (Kidney* OR Renal OR Urin*)) 

 

WHO Int.Clin Trials Registry Search Portal (World Health Orgainsation) Search Strategy 

herb* AND kidney* 

herb* AND urin* 

 

ClinicalTrials.gov (U.S. National Institutes of Health) Search Strategy 

(herb OR phytotherapy) AND (kidney stone OR Kidney calculi OR kidney calculus OR kidney 
crystal OR renal stone OR renal calculi OR renal calculus OR renal crystal OR Nephrolith OR 
urolithiasis OR urinary stone OR urinary calculi OR urinary crystal) 

2. Any further comments: 

Results on databases with no export facility or poor search interfaces were screened and only 
references that were relevant to the topic were retrieved. Results on Urinary Tract Infections were not 
retrieved.  

All databases have been searched as far back as they will go and an RCT filter has been applied 
where appropriate. 

 

 
 


