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Dear Professor Cavazza, 
according to the most recent statistics of the American Heart Association (AHA), the overall prevalence of ischemic heart disease (IHD) in the US is 7%. It is also estimated that nearly 800,000 US inhabitants will experiment a new coronary event, whereas additional 195,000 silent first acute myocardial infarctions (AMIs) may occur each year. One of the biggest clinical challenges in IHD is the timely discrimination of patients that may benefit most from urgent management from those that can be safely excluded for extensive diagnostic testing and invasive procedures.

This collective, opinion paper is aimed to provide an overview about state of the art, innovation and research in ischemic heart disease in the emergency room, and is a synopsis of the lectures of the third Italian GREAT Network Congress, that was hold in Rome, 15-19 October 2012. 
This manuscript is not under review at another journal. All authors have read and approve the paper. 
I hope you will find this contribution interesting to be published in Emergency Care Journal.
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