Table 1. Physiologic measurements and comorbilities of patients.

	
	Group A

(n=108)
	Group B

(n=120)
	p value

	Age (years)
	74.7 ± 6.7
	76.1 ± 5.7
	ns

	Male/ Female ratio
	69/108
	75/120
	ns

	pH
	7.30 ± 0.16
	7.31 ± 0.18
	ns

	PaO2/FiO2 ratio
	173 ± 85
	177 ± 96
	ns

	PaCO2 (mmHg)
	54 ± 29
	53 ± 31
	ns

	Bicarbonate (mEq)
	23 ± 8
	24 ± 9
	ns

	Respiratory Frequency ( breaths/min)
	37 ± 18
	38 ± 22
	ns

	Heart rate (beats/min)
	98 ± 30
	103 ± 33
	ns

	Systolic BP (mmHg)
	116 ± 41
	112 ± 35
	ns

	Diastolic BP (mmHg)
	78 ± 23
	68 ± 27
	ns

	APACHE II score
	18.4 ± 2.6
	18.9 ± 4.6
	ns

	Chronic heart failure (n)
	31 ± 48
	35 ± 51
	ns

	Arterial hypertension (n)
	59 ± 46
	54 ± 42
	ns

	Diabetes (n)
	23 ± 21
	26 ± 19
	ns

	Atrial fibrillation (n)
	9 ± 14
	12 ± 18
	ns

	Chronic renal failure (n)
	9±15
	6±18
	ns

	Ischemic heart disease (n)
	26±50
	24±43
	ns


*Plus-minus values are means ± SD 

PaO2= Arterial Oxygen tension                   PaCO2= Arterial Carbon Dioxide tension

FiO2= Inspiratory Oxygen Fraction
Table 2. Patients’ outcomes
	
	Group A

(n=108)
	Group B

(n=120)
	p

value

	Admission to ICU – no.(%)
	9 (8.3)
	17 (14.1)
	0.01

	In-hospital death – no.(%)
	3 (2.7)
	6 (5)
	0.01

	
	
	
	


ICU= Intensive Care Unit

Table 3. Comprehensive results.

Group A (108 pts)

	Pathology
	First

diagnosis
	Final

diagnosis
	

	ACPE
	48
	44
	

	AECOPD
	20
	23
	

	PNEUMOTHORAX
	5
	5
	

	PNEUMONIA-ALI-ARDS
	24
	26
	

	PULMONARY EMBOLISM
	8
	7
	

	PERICARDIAL EFFUSION
	3
	3
	

	
	
	
	


Group B (120 pts)

	Pathology
	First

diagnosis
	Final

diagnosis
	

	ACPE
	67
	46
	

	AECOPD
	20
	29
	

	PNEUMOTHORAX
	6
	5
	

	PNEUMONIA-ALI-ARDS
	12
	29
	

	PULMONARY EMBOLISM
	11
	8
	

	PERICARDIAL EFFUSION
	4
	3
	

	
	
	
	


Table 4. Concordance between the first and final diagnosis of the two groups

	Final diagnosis +
	 Positive

diagnoses
	 Negative

diagnoses
	Total
	p

	Group A 
	98
	10
	108
	 

	Group B 
	68
	52
	120
	

	Total
	166
	62
	228
	

	Group A vs Group B
	
	
	
	<0.01


